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 Bruder Klaus Field Chapel, By architect Peter Zumthor   

 

 
 

“I believe that architecture today needs to reflect on the tasks and possibilities which are inherently its own. 

Architecture is not a vehicle or a symbol for things that do not belong to its essence. In a society that 

celebrates the inessential, architecture can put up a resistance, counteract the waste of forms and meanings, 

and speak its own language. I believe that the language of architecture is not a question of a specific style. 

Every building is built for a specific use in a specific place and for a specific society. My buildings try to answer 

the questions that emerge from these simple facts as precisely and critically as they can.” 
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 Excerpts from ‘The Development of Personality’ by C. G. Jung 

... Personality is a seed that can only develop by slow stages throughout life. There is no personality without 

definiteness, wholeness, and ripeness... …. The achievement of personality means nothing less than the 

optimum development of the whole individual human being. It is impossible to foresee the endless variety 

of conditions that have to be fulfilled. A whole lifetime, in all its biological, social, and spiritual aspects, is 

needed. Personality is the supreme realization of the innate idiosyncrasy of a living being. It is an act of 

high courage flung in the face of life, the absolute affirmation of all that constitutes the individual, the 

most successful adaptation to the universal conditions of existence coupled with the greatest possible 

freedom for self-determination. To educate a man to this seems to me no light matter. It is surely the 

hardest task the modern mind has set itself. ….Our personality develops in the course of life from germs 

that are hard or impossible to discern, and it is only our deeds that reveal who we are. We are like the sun, 

which nourishes the life of the earth and brings forth every kind of strange, wonderful and evil thing…. only 

the autumn can show what the spring has engendered, only in the evening will it be seen what the morning 

began…. 

Personality, as the complete realization of our whole being, is an unattainable ideal. But unattainability is 

no argument against the ideal, for ideals are only signposts, never the goal…Clearly, no one develops his 

personality because somebody tells him that it would be useful or advisable to do so. Nature has never yet 

been taken in by well-meaning advice. The only thing that moves nature is casual necessity, and that goes 

for human nature too. Without necessity nothing budges, the human personality least of all. It is 

tremendously conservative, not to say torpid. Only acute necessity is able to rouse it. The developing 

personality obeys no caprice, no command, no insight, only brute necessity; it needs the motivating force of 

inner or outer fatalities. ….. The words "many are called, but few are chosen" are singularly appropriate 

here, for the development of personality from the germ-state to full consciousness is at once a charisma 

and a curse, because its first fruit is the conscious and unavoidable segregation of the single individual from 

the undifferentiated and unconscious herd. This means isolation, and there is no more comforting word for 

it. Neither family nor society nor position can save him from this fate, nor yet the most successful 

adaptation to his environment, however smoothly he fits in. The development of personality is a favour 

that must be paid for dearly. But the people who talk most loudly about developing their personalities are 

the very ones who are least mindful of the results, which are such as to frighten away all weaker spirits…. It 

also means fidelity to the law of one's own being.  
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For the word "fidelity" I should prefer, in this context, the Greek word used in the New Testament, nioris, 

which is erroneously translated "faith." It really means "trust," "trustful loyalty." Fidelity to the law of one's 

own being is a trust in this law, a loyal perseverance and a confident hope; in short, an attitude such as a 

religious man should have towards God. It can now be seen how portentous is the dilemma that emerges 

from behind our problem: personality can never develop unless the individual choses his own way, 

consciously and with moral deliberation. Not only the casual motive - necessity - but conscious moral 

decision must lend its strength to the process of building the personality. If the first is lacking, then the 

alleged development is a mere acrobatics of the will: If the second, it will get stuck in unconscious 

automatism. But a man can make a conscious decision to go his own way only if he holds that way to be the 

best. If any other way were held to be better, then he would live and develop that other personality instead 

of his own. The other ways are conventionalities of a moral, social, political, philosophical, or religious 

nature. The fact that the conventions always flourish in one form or another only proves that the vast 

majority of mankind do not choose their own way, but convention, and consequently develop not 

themselves but a method and a mode of life at the cost of their own wholeness...... 

(Those who are able to develop ‘personality’ )  Their greatness has never lain in their abject submission to 

convention, but, on the contrary, to their deliverance from convention. They towered up like mountain 

peaks above the mass that still clung to its collective fears, its beliefs, laws, and systems, and boldly chose 

their own way. To the man in the street, it has always seemed miraculous that anyone should turn aside 

from the beaten track with its known destinations, and strike out on the steep and narrow path leading into 

the unknown. Hence it was always believed that such a man, if not actually crazy, was possessed by a 

daemon or a god; for the miracle of a man being able to act otherwise than as humanity has always acted 

could only be explained by the gift of daemonic power or divine spirit. How could anyone but a god 

counterbalance the dead weight of humanity in the mass, with its everlasting convention and habit? From 

the beginning, therefore, the heroes were endowed with godlike attributes. …. 

What is it, in the end, which induces a man to go his own way and to rise out of unconscious identity with 

the mass as out of a swathing mist? Not necessity, for necessity comes to many, and they all take refuge in 

convention. Not moral decision, for nine times out of ten we decide for convention likewise. What is it, 

then, that inexorably tips the scales in favour of the extra-ordinary ? : It is what is commonly called 

vocation: an irrational factor that destines a man to emancipate himself from the herd and from it's well-

worn paths. True personality is always a vocation and puts its trust in it as God, despite its being, as the 

ordinary man would say, only a personal feeling. But vocation acts like a law of God from which there is no 

escape. The fact that many a man who goes his own way ends in ruin means nothing to one who has a 
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vocation. He must obey his own law, as if it were a daemon whispering to him of new and wonderful paths. 

Anyone with a vocation hears the voice of the inner man: he is called. That is why the legends say that he 

possesses a private daemon who counsels him and whose mandates he must obey.  

The original meaning of "to have a vocation" is "to be addressed by a voice." …. Vocation, or the feeling of 

it, is not, however, the prerogative of great personalities: it is also appropriate to the small ones all the way 

down to the "midget" personalities, but as the size decreases the voice becomes more and more muffled 

and unconscious. It is as if the voice of the daemon within were moving further and further off, and spoke 

more rarely and more indistinctly. The smaller the personality, the dimmer and more unconscious it 

becomes, until finally it merges indistinguishably with the surrounding society, thus surrendering its own 

wholeness and dissolving into the wholeness of the group. In the place of the inner voice there is the voice 

of the group with its conventions, and vocation is replaced by collective necessities. But even in this 

unconscious social condition there are not a few who are called awake by the summons of the voice, 

whereupon they are at once set apart from the others, feeling themselves confronted with a problem 

about which the others know nothing. In most cases it is impossible to explain to the others what has 

happened, for any understanding is walled off by impenetrable prejudices….With the decision to put his 

way above all other possible ways he has already fulfilled the greater part of his vocation as a redeemer. He 

has invalidated all other ways for himself, exalting his law above convention and thus making a clean sweep 

of all those things that not only failed to prevent the great danger but actually accelerated it. For 

conventions in themselves are soulless mechanisms that can never understand more than the mere 

routine of life. Creative life always stands outside convention. That is why, when the mere routine of life 

predominates in the form of convention and tradition, there is bound to be a destructive outbreak of 

creative energy. This outbreak is a catastrophe only when it is a mass phenomenon, but never in the 

individual who consciously submits to these higher powers and serves them with all his strength. The 

mechanism of convention keeps people unconscious, for in that state they can follow their accustomed 

tracks like blind brutes, without the need for conscious decision. This unintended result of even the best 

conventions is unavoidable but is no less a terrible danger for of that. For when new conditions arise that 

are not provided for under the old conventions, then, just as with animals, panic is liable to break out 

among human beings kept unconscious by routine, and with equally unpredictable results…..Personality, 

however, does not allow itself to be seized by the panic terror of those who are just waking to 

consciousness, for it has put all its terrors behind it. it is able to cope with the changing times, and has 

unknowingly and involuntarily become a leader. 
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Only the man who can consciously assent to the power of the inner voice becomes a personality; but if he 

succumbs to it he will be swept away by the blind flux of psychic events and destroyed. That is the great 

and liberating thing about personality: he voluntarily sacrifices himself to his vocation, and consciously 

translates into his own individual reality what would only lead to ruin if if it were lived uncousciously by the 

group.….The ideal of personality is one of the ineradicable needs of the human soul, and the more 

unsuitable it is the more fanatically it is defended … If I put forward a more definite conception of it, I do 

not imagine that I have uttered the last word….To the extent that a man is untrue to the law of his being 

and does not rise to personality, he had failed to realize his life's meaning. Fortunately, in her kindness and 

patience, Nature never puts the fatal question as to the meaning of their lives into the mouths of most 

people. And where no one asks, no one need answer. 

Just as the great personality acts upon society to liberate, to redeem, to transform, and to heal, so the birth 

of personality in oneself has a therapeutic effect. It is as if a river that had run to waste in sluggish side-

streams and marshes suddenly found its way back to its proper bed, or as if a stone laying on a germinating 

seed were lifted away so that the shoot could begin its natural growth….The inner voice is the voice of a 

fuller life, of a wider, more comprehensive consciousness. That is why, in mythology, the birth of the hero 

or the symbolic rebirth coincides with sunrise, for the growth of personality is synonymous with an increase 

of self-consciousness. For the same reason most heroes are characterized by solar attributes, and the 

moment of birth of their greater personality is known as illumination….To develop the personality is a 

gamble, and the tragedy is that the daemon of the inner voice is at once our greatest danger and an 

indispensable help. It is tragic, but logical, for it is the nature of things to be so. …Can we, therefore, blame 

humanity, and all the well-meaning shepherds of the flock and worried fathers of families if they erect 

protective barriers, hold up wonder-working images, and point out the roads that wind safely past the 

abyss? 

….The undiscovered vein within us is a living part of the psyche; classical Chinese philosophy names this 

interior way "Tao," and likens it to a flow of water that moves irresistibly towards its goal. To rest in Tao 

means fulfillment, wholeness, one's destination reached, one's mission done; the beginning, end, and 

perfect realization of the meaning of existence innate in all things. Personality is Tao.  
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 ‘ Raag Marwa’ by Pandit Jasraj  

 

One of my all-time favorite renditions of this breathtakingly beautiful raga 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=af530ONS80g 

 

 

 

About ‘Treasures’ 

 

It’s a compilation that I put together every once in a while, of things that I have found to be beautiful and meaningful.  

Do share it with others who you think will enjoy it. 

Drop me an email at shaileshd.email@gmail.com  if you want to add someone to the circulation list.  

 

 

Ownership and copyright of all material belongs to original artists and/or publishers. This compilation has no commercial objective  
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